Self-reported sexual assault in Canada, 2014
Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Tuesday, July 11, 2017
There were more than 635,000 incidents of sexual assault reported by Canadians in 2014. In the vast majority
(87%) of these incidents, the victims were women.
Of the three types of sexual assault measured by the General Social Survey (GSS) on Canadians' Safety
(Victimization), 7 in 10 (71%) incidents of sexual assault were unwanted sexual touching, 2 in 10 (20%) were sexual
attacks and 1 in 10 (9%) was sexual activity where the victim was unable to consent due to, for example, drugs,
intoxication or manipulation.
Results show that there were approximately 22 incidents of sexual assault for every 1,000 Canadians aged 15 and
older in 2014.
Detailed information is provided in the new Juristat article released today, "Self-reported sexual assault in
Canada, 2014".

Rate of self-reported sexual assault is unchanged while other types of crime decline
The rate of self-reported sexual assault in 2014 was unchanged from the rate reported a decade earlier in 2004.
This was a marked contrast to all other types of violent and non-violent crime measured by the GSS on
Victimization over the same time period. For instance, rates of self-reported robbery and physical assault—the other
violent crimes measured by the survey—declined by 39% and 35% respectively.
While the rate of self-reported sexual assault was unchanged over the decade, police-reported sexual assault
declined by 20% in Canada. This demonstrates that, due to a range of factors, police-reported data can
underestimate the nature and extent of sexual assault.

Police are alerted to only a small proportion of sexual assault incidents
As has been the case historically, few sexual assault victims turned to the police. Specifically, 1 in 20 incidents of
sexual assault was reported to the police in 2014, a pattern that was unchanged from 2004.
The most common reasons for not reporting to the police were that the victim perceived the crime as minor and not
worth taking the time to report (71%), that the incident was a private or personal matter and handled informally
(67%), and that no one was harmed during the incident (63%).
In addition, more than 4 in 10 (45%) sexual assault victims stated they did not report the incident to the police
because they did not want the hassle of dealing with the police. Similar proportions did not turn to the police
because the victims thought the police would not have considered the incident important enough (43%), because of
a lack of evidence (43%) and because they believed the offender would not have been adequately punished (40%).

Sexual assault more prevalent among certain groups
Rates of self-reported sexual assault varied. Overall, men were far less likely to be sexually assaulted than women.
Among women, the rate of sexual assault was highest for those who rated their mental health as 'fair or poor'
(204 per 1,000 population) and those who self-identified as homosexual or bisexual (155), followed by young
women aged 15 to 24 (134), and women who were students (127), Aboriginal (113) and single (108). These rates
were all significantly higher than the overall rates for women (37) and for men (5).
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Chart 1
Self-reported sexual assault, Canada, 2014
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Note(s): Rates are calculated per 1,000 population aged 15 and older. Includes spousal and non-spousal sexual assault.
Source(s): General Social Survey (4504).
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Chart 2
Self-reported sexual assault among women, by victim characteristics, Canada, 2014
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Note(s): Rates are calculated per 1,000 women aged 15 and older. Includes spousal and non-spousal sexual assault. 'Homosexual or bisexual' includes those
aged 18 and older. All numbers are statistically different from the overall estimates for women and for men (p < 0.05).
Source(s): General Social Survey (4504).

Rate of sexual assault higher among individuals who have experienced childhood abuse
Childhood abuse—that is, physical abuse or sexual abuse experienced before the age of 15 perpetrated by an adult
aged 18 or older—has been identified as a serious social issue that has the potential to affect victims into
adulthood.
Canadians who experienced either type of childhood abuse reported a rate of sexual assault that was over two
times higher than those who had not been abused (36 versus 15 per 1,000 population). This difference was more
pronounced among those who had experienced childhood sexual abuse, as those individuals had a rate that was
about four times higher than those who had not been sexually abused (70 versus 17). A difference was also noted
between women and men: among those who had experienced either type of childhood abuse, the rate of sexual
assault was over six times higher among women than men (65 versus 10).

One in six sexual assault victims experiences symptoms consistent with post-traumatic
stress disorder
Victims of sexual assault experience a range of negative impacts. Most commonly, victims reported feeling angry
(35%), or upset, confused or frustrated (21%) after the sexual assault incident. One in four (25%) victims reported
that they had difficulty carrying out everyday activities as a result of their victimization. About one in six (15%)
victims of sexual assault reported experiencing three or more longer-term emotional consequences, indicating the
possibility of post-traumatic stress disorder.
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Sexual assault victims are less satisfied with their personal safety
Victims of sexual assault were, in general, less satisfied with their personal safety from crime. They were also less
likely to feel safe in certain situations—when using public transportation alone after dark, when walking alone after
dark and when home alone after dark—compared with those who were not sexually assaulted and those who were
victims of physical assault.
Sexual assault victims were also less likely to report that they lived in a welcoming community. They were more
likely to report that they thought crime in their neighbourhood was higher than in other areas in Canada and that
they believed crime had increased in their neighbourhood over the past five years. Victims of sexual assault had
lower levels of trust in neighbours and strangers, and less confidence in the police.

Sexual assault offenders are mostly men, acting alone and under the age of 35
Nearly all (96%) incidents of self-reported sexual assault were perpetrated by someone other than a current or
former spouse. Offenders in these incidents were most often identified as men (94%), acting alone (79%) and under
the age of 35 (68%). In addition, sexual assault offenders were more commonly a friend, acquaintance or neighbour
(52%) than a stranger (44%).
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Note to readers
General Social Survey on Canadians' Safety (Victimization)
This article is based on the 2014 cycle of the General Social Survey (GSS) on Canadians' Safety (Victimization). The target population
was Canadians aged 15 and older living in the provinces, excluding those living full-time in institutions. In 2014, the survey was also
conducted in the three territories using a different sampling design. In 2014, the total sample size for the provinces and territories
was 35,167 respondents.
The 2004 GSS on Victimization collected information from respondents in the provinces only, while the 2014 GSS on Victimization
collected information from respondents in the provinces and territories. For comparisons over time, 2014 data from Yukon, the Northwest
Territories and Nunavut are excluded where 2004 data are discussed.
Sexual assault
The questions pertaining to sexual assault in the 2014 GSS on Victimization were as follows:
Sexual attack: "Has anyone forced you or attempted to force you into any unwanted sexual activity by threatening you, holding you down
or hurting you in some way?"
Unwanted sexual touching: "Has anyone ever touched you against your will in any sexual way…anything from unwanted touching or
grabbing, to kissing or fondling?"
Sexual activity where the victim was unable to consent: "Has anyone subjected you to a sexual activity to which you were not able to
consent…where you were drugged, intoxicated, manipulated or forced in ways other than physically?"
Spousal and non-spousal sexual assault
In 2014, nearly all (96%) incidents of self-reported sexual assault were perpetrated by someone other than a current or former spouse.
Spousal violence includes incidents perpetrated by a current or former spouse or common-law partner. Information about non-spousal
violence is collected by incident, whereas information about spousal violence is collected as a grouping of incidents by victim and may
include incidents of non-sexual violence.
Spousal violence often involves repeated victimization and it would therefore be too burdensome to ask victims to recall each incident
they experienced. It is not possible to provide detail about a specific incident of spousal violence. For this reason, the characteristics of
sexual assault offenders and incidents, the emotional and physical consequences of sexual assault, and reporting sexual assault
incidents in the context of spousal violence are excluded from this article. Information specific to spousal violence, based on
the 2014 GSS on Victimization, can be found in Section 1 "Trends in self-reported spousal violence in Canada, 2014" of the publication
Family violence in Canada: A statistical profile, 2014.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 4504.
The Juristat article "Self-reported sexual assault in Canada, 2014" (85-002-X) is now available.
For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).
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